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 The following information is generally taken from the Texas PTA "Under the Dome" End 
of Session Report.  The Mata PTA does not support or endorse any of the bills listed in this 
summary and the purpose of this summary is to inform and educate Mata parents of the bills 
affecting public education that were debated and decided at the Capitol.  This discussion should 
not be considered exclusive of other bills that may affect public education laws. These 
summaries should not be relied upon for legal advice to clients and interested parties should 
review the actual bills. 
 

SCHOOL FINANCE 
 
Increased funding for public schools. 
The Texas legislature did not address the much needed reform of public school finance this 
session.  The legislators instead chose to delay dealing with the issue until the Texas Supreme 
court rules on the current case involving public school finance in which the court will begin 
hearing the case in September.  HB 1 is the state’s budget bill.  The final budget for the next two 
years is approximately $210 billion and included in the budget is a $1.5 billion boost to public 
education beyond enrollment growth. The House of Representatives had pushed for a $2.2 
billion increase and had briefly considered an additional $800 million on top of that tied to 
reforms in the state’s convoluted school finance system. The clock ran out on House Public 
Education Chairman Jimmie Don Aycock’s effort to tackle the state’s outdated school finance 
system in HB 1759. 
 
Increased number of counselors at middle and high schools passes. 
Various state-wide initiatives, including House Bill 5 passed in 2013, have increased 
opportunities for students to get an early start on developing their graduation plans. It is crucial 
there are enough guidance counselors in the schools to provide adequate support for students 
as they select and build their plans.  HB 18 funds improvements for professional development 
opportunities for school counselors so that they are better prepared to assist students in 
making decisions about middle and high school coursework. 
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EARLY EDUCATION 
 
Pre-K Funding passes. 
Ideally, advocates who strongly support pre-K sought a bill for full-day pre-K funding for all 
eligible children.  Instead, HB 4 provides additional funding to school districts that choose to 
offer high-quality Pre-K programs, creating a grant program for school districts that choose to 
implement certain quality standards. It will provide $130 million, up to $1,500 per student, for 
Pre-K programs in districts that meet certain requirements. This bill does not expand Pre-K nor 
does it make it universal.  This bill was supported by the Texas PTA. 
 

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY 
 
A bill supporting educational choices within public schools pass. 
An area where great progress was made is in the area of school accountability.  HB 1842 
amends several provisions pertaining to accreditation interventions and sanctions, including 
changes to the required information investigators must present and the inclusion of school 
board members in hearings before the commissioner to explain a campus’s low performance, 
lack of improvement, and plans for improvement. The bill allows for a non-voting student 
trustee for turnaround campuses, adds establishing innovation zones for campuses that request 
to participate and qualify, and modifies some of the existing charter regulations for school 
turnaround.  The bill would also amend provisions regarding campus intervention teams, 
improvement plans, and available sanctions. The Texas PTA supported and amended the bill to 
require parent inclusion in the process sooner, after the first unacceptable rating. 
 

STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
 
A bill to strengthen limitations on benchmark testing in all grades passes. 
HB 1164 authorizes a writing assessment study and pilot program to develop an alternative 
method of assessing writing than the current STAAR writing assessment. The alternative 
method will be piloted in several school districts and a recommendation will be made to 
legislators prior to the next legislative session.  
 
Consider limiting state testing to Readiness Standards. 
SB 313 develops a framework to guide the SBOE in narrowing the essential knowledge and skills 
of the foundation school curriculum and to ensure that the SBOE adopts instructional materials 
that do not consume the entire amount of the instructional materials allotment so that districts 
will have the ability to spend their allotments for purposes other than just the purchase of 
textbooks.  
 
Monitoring newly combined English Reading and Writing End Of Course (EOC) exams.  
SB 149 relates to graduation committees for students at risk of not graduating because they 
have not passed one or two EOC exams. The bill allows students who have passed the course(s) 
but failed the EOC(s) to receive their diplomas with the unanimous approval of an individual 
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graduation committee composed of teachers, counselors, administrators, and parents. 
Committees can require other demonstrations of mastery of the material.   
 

HEALTH & SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS 
 
Requiring access to and training for EpiPens on school campuses passes. 
After a young Corpus Christi student died as a result of an undiagnosed anaphylactic reaction to 
ant bites, many groups came together (including the Texas PTA and the Texas Medical 
Association) to support passage of legislation to increase anaphylaxis preparedness on public 
school campuses. 
 
SB 66 creates guidelines for campuses that choose to maintain a supply of epinephrine auto-
injectors to be utilized if a student without a diagnosed allergy has an allergic reaction. The bill 
also limits liability for a school that follows these guidelines.  HB 2847 establishes a set of 
criteria for schools that maintain a supply of epinephrine on site for students with undiagnosed 
life-threatening allergies. The bill also provides protection from liability for a school that adopts 
a policy and adheres to the guidelines established in the bill.  Both of these bills were supported 
by the Texas PTA. 
 
Regulating electronic cigarettes and restricting access to minors passes. 
Electronic cigarettes produce a liquid vaporized solution containing nicotine or other unknown 
substances and the popularity of electronic cigarettes has boomed over the past half-decade.   
According to a 2013 CDC study, more than a quarter-million students in grades 6-12 claimed to 
have smoked e-cigarettes. Manufacturers often market the product towards youth by offering 
flavors like sour cherry, sour patch, bubblegum, etc.  SB 97 bans selling e-cigarettes to anyone 
less than 18 years old which is the same age restriction placed on conventional cigarettes. It 
also requires ISDs to adopt policies to prohibit the use or possession of e-cigarettes on school 
campuses or at school-related events on or off campus.  The Texas PTA supported this bill. 
 
Ensuring access to healthy foods passes. 
Healthy eating habits learned in childhood support proper growth and development of 
children’s bodies and brains. By seeking funds for public-private partnership between the Texas 
Department of Agriculture, Texas food banks and community partners such as the Brighter 
Bites program, we can ensure our students are provided with nutritious foods.  HB 1305 gives 
the board of trustees of a school district in which at least 10 percent of the students enrolled in 
one or more schools are eligible for the national school breakfast program the option of 
developing and implementing a locally funded program to provide a free or reduced-price 
breakfast to all students in the schools or school eligible under the national program as an 
alternative to participating in the national program. The bill requires a school district campus or 
charter school that provides a locally funded program and in which 80 percent or more of the 
students qualify under the national program to offer a free breakfast to each student.  The 
Texas PTA supported this bill.   
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SB 954, which failed, would have required district SHAC to review and make recommendations 
on policies regarding marketing and commercial advertising of food products sold on school 
property that are not part of the school meal program. 
 
Decriminalizing truancy passes. 
Truancy refers to the state’s school attendance laws. This includes the number of school 
absences a student can accumulate in a year, the age a child is required to begin school, or the 
age they may legally drop out.  Texas is one of two states to currently criminalize truancy where 
failure to attend school is considered a Class C misdemeanor. The Texas PTA supports 
decriminalizing truancy and believes it is a behavior better dealt with in the school and the 
community through interventions such as counseling and rehabilitation, rather than through 
incarceration.  HB 2398 decriminalizes truancy and requires graduated sanctions and counseling 
to address the issues leading to the truancy. The truancy prevention measures defined in the 
bill such as the implementation of a behavior improvement plan, referral to counseling, 
mediation, or teen court program, are an alternative to the state’s current criminal approach. 
HB 2398 allows a school to refer a student to court if efforts to remediate the behavior fail, but 
it would be a civil court rather than a criminal court. 
 

SCHOOL CHOICE 
 
All bills involving vouchers and voucher programs failed. 
 
SB 4 and SB 276 


